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CONFIDENTIAL WELLINGTON 1 122 
E. O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PARM, FR, MOPS, NZ, AS 

SUBJECT: GOA/ GNZ NAVY AND FRENCH NUCLEAR TESTS 

1. SECDEF ROBERTSON TOLD ME MAY 1 THAT AFTER 
PRESSURE FROM PM KIRK, GOA DEFENSE MINISTER BARNARD 
HAD SAID GOA WOULD SEND ALONG A TANKER TO ACCOMPANY 
GNZS " CANTERBURY" IF NECESSARY AS A LAST RESORT. 

2. ROBERTSON SAID THIS WOULD GIVE " CANTERBURY" ABILITY 
TO REMAIN ON STATION AS LONG AS NEEDED ( AND NOT 
EMBARRASS US BY REFUELING AT PAGO). 

3. HE SAID PM KIRK DID NOT REPEAT NOT INTEND 

THAT " CANTERBURY" SHOULD TAKE PROVOCATIVE ACTION. IT 
WOULD REMAIN OUTSIDE FRENCH TERRITORIAL SEAS ( SIX MILES), 
BUT THERE WAS POSSIBILITY OF ENTERING FRENCH 
" PROHIBITED ZONE." EXERCISE WAS PLANNED AS 
DEMONSTRATION OF GNZ DISAPPROVAL AND NOT AS 
CONFRONTATION WITH GOF FOCRCES. 

4. ROBERTSON CONCLUDED HE HAD NEVER ENCOUNTERED 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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SO MUCH RELUCTANCE IN PLANNING AN OPERATION WITHIN 
HIS OWN DEPARTMENT AND FROM GOA, BUT IT COULD BE DONE. 
WOOD 
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